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Finally, there is an update for this endlessly interesting story. As a result of the book market’s confused ruling on the American
edition of the novel being a different length from the British edition, the publisher has decided to remove about 30,000 words
from the British edition. As a result, the paperback version of ‘Daughters of the Clouds’ is now 36,000 words shorter than the
hardback. The paperback was in print a few weeks ago, and is still available. I’ve been a bit preoccupied with other things, but

I’ve just read the final two chapters and am still thoroughly impressed by the way both Kusum and Preeti have developed. Given
Preeti’s brief appearance in the first book, it was all very well to see her appear again in this way. But this second chapter is

absolutely gripping, and I can’t wait to read the third. Tanu has been away from Manu for a long time and – rightly or wrongly –
feels he has everything to himself. But Kusum and Preeti – also in Manu’s life – have been away too. And so he’s faced with a

choice. He’s not been particularly bothered by the prospect of seeing Kusum again. It’s true, he would prefer to avoid her, since
their relationship is such a mess, but he’s not sure if he really wants to avoid her. She’s made it so very clear that she wants to

have a relationship with him again, and he’s not sure if he’s ready to face that. But he doesn’t want to let her down, either.
Kusum doesn’t have any fears about meeting Manu. The situation is as it is. He’s like her father, and he’ll be looking after her

from now on. So she doesn’t care whether she’s seeing Manu or not, and she can’t see any reason why Manu should, either.
There’s nothing between them any more, she thinks. And so it doesn’t worry her at all when Manu walks into their meeting and

catches her and Preeti’s eyes locked together. She sees Manu’s expression and guesses that this is the sort of thing he’s been
waiting for. He
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