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- The former leader of North Korea’s ruling party,
who abruptly defected to South Korea last week, said
he had been “betrayed” by Kim Jong Un, the isolated
state’s leader, at a news conference in Seoul on
Wednesday. “For a long time, I had some contact
with him, especially when he was younger. He was a
very bright, very bright child,” Ri Yong Ho told a
news conference attended by South Korea’s national
security director, Chung Eui-yong, and several senior
officials. “When he was 19 years old, I was so
surprised I threw away a bottle of mineral water he
had just given to me... When I was in Pyongyang, in
April 2016, he personally called me and said ‘I will
never let you come to the DPRK’.” When asked what
he meant by DPRK, Ri said: “The Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.” He said he had not
wanted to defect until August 2016, when he and his
family had a plan to defect to the United States, but
the South Korean national intelligence agency had
pushed him to do so.
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