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''spiritual father'' in Bishop Oscar Romero, who became the face of the ''silence of God'' in Latin America and one of the major
architects of the modern church in the 20th century, and his homily celebrating the storied Salvadoran bishop's work in the face
of violence and hate was a ''call to conversion,'' Pope Francis said. The Rev. Giuseppe Betori, a spokesman for the Salvadoran
bishops, told The Tablet that Bishop Oscar Romero, Salvadoran Archbishop, died Thursday (June 26) at the age of 81. Pope
Francis was informed of the death and called Bishop Romero's family to express his closeness to the people of El Salvador in
this time of loss, Betori said. ''With the death of Archbishop Romero, my thoughts go to the people of El Salvador, where he

became a face of the call to conversion," the pontiff said in a June 27 letter to the faithful. Bishop Romero challenged violence
in the country in the 1970s and 1980s, and was gunned down by paramilitary forces on March 24, 1980, as he celebrated Mass

in a hospital chapel in San Salvador. Bishop Oscar Romero was born Jose Guadalupe Martin Estrada on June 3, 1927, in Ciudad
Barrios, El Salvador. He was ordained a priest for the diocese of San Salvador in 1960. He was a professor at the Catholic

University of El Salvador from 1964 to 1973, when he was forced to retire after publishing articles critical of the country's right-
wing government. Archbishop Romero earned a reputation for being one of the most outspoken critics of U.S. military aid to El

Salvador in the 1980s and for his uncompromising stance against U.S. policy in Central America. He received numerous
personal threats and was forced into exile after being wounded by a bullet and shot while giving an Easter homily in Rome.
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