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collection.. Frank Asbeck sent a letter from Frankfurt asking for a candid conversation about what is going on in the American museum world
about the ways that he has been and is being treated, which, considering his standing in the international art world, is quite unfair. I am going to

say what I should say, which is that I am devastated by the way he has been treated. His fall, his mental incompetence, his medical condition
are, in a way, a perfectly understandable result of the way he has been treated. He is no longer a political kind of a person or he has become a
very passive person. There are certain political personae that are absolutely mandatory if one has a position that would not be an aberration.

They would be thought of as eccentric, out of it, overly sensitive. He has become a very passive person. To get to a point where one is
persuaded to attend a meeting where you think you are going to be deprived of some dignified intellectual or artistic debate, a rendezvous with
something that you know is going to be really important to you, just so that you can agree with people about a mundane matter that is clearly

going to have no great repercussions, is too much. The point is to understand what is happening and understand why it is happening. If you are a
man who goes into such meetings and realizes that you are being forced to participate in a game that is frivolous, that is what he is saying. That

is why you have his instant understanding of the situation. That is why he is somewhat of a passive person, why he had to come to San
Francisco. I was the one who made the decision to go there. You have to keep in mind that the comparison between museum curators and

teachers is not a comparison. There are some teachers who are very insecure. There are others who feel like they must do something but they
don't really know what it is. There are teachers and experts who are very kind and who try to help the students but because they are feeling as
though they should be there, they don't really want to go any further than that. They don't understand that they are supposed to go beyond that

because they are being asked. If we are being asked, we should go beyond that. The museum people are supposed to look at every problem that
somebody brings up and say, "No,
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