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reforms not more handouts and help
the EU stop being Europe's

scapegoat, the foreign minister of the
bankrupt country's former colonial

power has said. In her first comments
since exiting the euro, Ioanna

Roumpa said: "The Greek people
have suffered enough. The next step
towards stability is to restore growth.
There is also a social dimension: This
is a debt crisis, the crisis of a social

state." Roumpa, who has worked with
Angela Merkel and Nicolas Sarkozy,

said that if Greece is to receive
international help to leave the EU, it
must be conditional on real reforms.
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"This would allow the EU to stop
being the bad guy of the global

financial system," she said. "We can't
keep blaming the whole world for the
crisis. What we need are reforms; we

need to encourage democracy and
transparency. If the problem is the
lack of democracy, let's not [to be]
the people who show the highest

numbers in the European parliament."
Roumpa's radical position reflects the
reality that the EU cannot escape its

current problems: the politics of
austerity that are set to continue for
years to come and the political and
legal gridlock that prevents it from
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reforming any of its institutions,
including the commission. She said
that the structural reforms that have

been so widely held up as the solution
to Greece's problems – which include

removing large state subsidies that
distort markets, privatising public

assets, cutting government and public
sector jobs, and changing labour laws

– are urgently needed. "People
wonder if reforms are being carried

out and when it's going to be
implemented, so we've been repeating

these things for years and nobody
takes any notice," she said. "The

markets have to understand that you
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cannot go on buying debt of countries
you cannot audit. We have to take
real strides forward 3da54e8ca3
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