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In a boon to street vendors in Bengaluru, the Supreme Court has
asked the state government to make it obligatory to give licence to

them to continue business in the city. The court has given a
judgment of more than 2,500 words on what is known as ' ' or

'pitha' trade. However, it has not issued any order in the matter.
The president of Karnataka Bar Council, R. Ramana, and Chief Bar
Councilor Kaviraj have filed separate applications in the apex court
saying the trade is causing environmental pollution. The counsel
representing the state government told the court that the state
government had issued an order to issue licences of between

Rs.10,000 and Rs. 50,000 to street vendors to make their business
economic and sustainable. However, the counsel also said that the
state government had no power to pass such an order. The court

had earlier allowed the street vendors of Bhatkal, Mangaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad and Udupi to continue their business as they had
been directed by the High Court to desist from the trade. The High

Court had on September 23, 2009, directed them to be evicted
from all the municipal markets. The Karnataka High Court had,

however, vacated the directions to evict them on the ground that it
was not possible to eliminate these workers without affecting the

cause of the poor. The High Court had passed a similar order on the
same issue on April 25, 1999. In the earlier order, the High Court
had directed that all the officers deputed on the direction of the

Deputy Commissioner of Police, should give three months' notice to
the street vendors to shift their shops on the ground that they did
not have the permission to run the shop. “There should not be any
shop run by any street vendor at any municipal market, unless they
have been issued a licence by the Deputy Commissioner of Police.

The government should provide the licence on the basis of the
income and self-employment,” the High Court order said.

Meanwhile, the street vendors of Bengaluru have been praying for
the decision. They had said that the city's government was not

taking any decision on the issue, which was causing inconvenience
to them. “Though the authorities keep issuing warnings and notices
against begging, the government has never taken any decision on

the issue, which is causing hardship to us,” said Sujay
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